
Many years ago, no one paid attention to the 
anniversaries, such as birthdays. However, in 
today’s world birthday celebrations have become 
tradition for young and old, rich and poor.People 
all around the world celebrate birthdays in 
different ways according to their cultures. 

 

     In Asia, girls and boys 
always dress in their 
traditional clothes. In 
China, family members 
take along special food or 
clothes with tiger designs 
to the newborns because 
they believe tigers protect 

children. Hindu children can’t celebrate their 
birthdays until they are sixteen.They don’t go to 
school on their sixteenth birthdays. 

     In Europe, people in Holland hang birthday 
calendars to remind them of the birth dates of all 
their family and friends. Scandinavian people fly 
the country’s flag outside 
their home to show that 
someone in the family is 
having a birthday. They 
place the gifts around the 
children’s beds while they 
are asleep. Another 
tradition is that English 
people make birthday 
cakes with symbolic 
objects baked inside. In medieval times, they 
mixed coins into the batter. People believed that 
the person who got the coin would be healthy. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BIRTHDAY PARTIES  

          AND  CELEBRATIONS 1. GO SKYDIVING 
Skydiving has to be the 
most incredible ride of a 
lifetime. Taking a leap-of
-faith out of the cargo 
holding onto an airplane 
at an altitude of 
approximately 30,000 
feet and free falling for 
about 2 minutes requires 
courage or just an “I am dying anyways” attitude. A t 
this height, it requires breathing  100% pure oxyge n, 
so as to prevent getting the “bends” that could 
result in death. 

 

2. DOCK WITH THE INTERNATIONAL 
SPACE STATION 
This vacation could be the 
trip of a lifetime. Just 
imagine, staring out from  the 
International Space Station 
and gazing at the awesome 
blue marble that we know as 
Earth and experiencing 
weightlessness. That would 
be cool, too. You'll be sent a 
postcard or an email or 
something for your donation. 
 

3.EDGE OF SPACE SUPERSONIC JET RIDE 
Imagine flying 60,000 feet 
high over the earth at a 
speed of 50 thousand feet 
per minute and seeing the 
curvature of the earth. 

5. LOVE SOMEONE  
 

Love is the greatest value    
one can give to others in 
the world. If you love 
someone, it is the best 
thing in your life to give to 
that person. 
 

4. CLIMB THE GREAT PYRAMID OF 
EGYPT 

Follow in the footsteps 
of King Khufu and travel 
back in time to 2720-
2560 BC to marvel at the 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
masterpiece of one of 
the Seven Wonders of 
the World, the Great 

Pyramid of Giza. An estimated 2.6 million blocks 
weighing as much as 70 tons apiece were used in 

FIVE THINGS TO DO BEFORE YOU DIE  



Sony Ericsson’s new mobile phone,  Cyber-shot C903 is 
stylish a style and it takes 
g r e a t  p i c t u r e s . 
 Why? Because it has an 
excellent  picture invention. 
For example, while  taking 
a photograph, your face is 
not important. It has an 
automatic camera that 
focuses on your face. It 
also has a “Smile Shutter” 
function so the camera 
catches your smile, and  
takes the  photograph.   
 

Earth has been warmed by about 1ºF over the past 10 0 
years. And  scientists are not exactly sure about i ts reason. 
The Earth could be getting 
warmer on its own, but many 
of the world's leading climate 
scientists think that things 
people do are helping to make 
the Earth much more warmer. 
The Earth’s temperature 
increases and this causes a 
change in climate . 

The Greenhouse Effect: 
Scientists are sure about the 
greenhouse effect. They know 

that greenhouse gases make the Earth warmer by trap ping heat in the 
atmosphere. 

Climate Change: Climate is the long-term average of  a region’s weather events 
lumped together. Climate change represents a change  in long-term weather 
patterns. They can become warmer or colder; annual amounts of rainfall or 
snowfall can increase or decrease. When scientists talk about the issue of 
climate change, one of their concerns is about rapi d global warming caused by 
human activities. 

 

Doctor: I have some bad news 
and some very bad    news. 
Patient: Well, give me the bad 
news first. 
Doctor: The lab called with your 
test results. They said you have 
24 hours to live. 
Patient: 24 hours! That's terrible! 
What could be worse? What's the                 

 very bad news? 
                  Doctor: I've been trying to   rea ch you      
                   since yesterday.  
                                   

A doctor has come to see 
one of his patients in a 
hospital. The patient has 
had major surgery to both of 
his hands. 
"Doctor," says the man 
excitedly and dramatically holds up his heavily 
bandaged hands. "Will I be able to play the piano 
when these bandages go?" 
"I don't see why not," replies the doctor. 
"That's funny," says the man. "I wasn't able to 
play it before." 

1.What is the biggest man-made thing in the 
world? 

2.What is the shape of a rain drop? 

3.What was the first animal sent into space? 

4.When Christopher Columbus discovered 
America what shape did he think the world 
was? 

5.How much of  our brain do we use? 

6.Where is Santa Claus from? 

 

1. Fresh kills garbage dump. 

2. Sphere. 

3. A fruitfly. 

4. In the shape of a pear. 

5. 100% of it but not at the same time.  

6. Turkey. 



DI (Destination 
Imagination), 
21st March, 
Robert College, 
İstanbul. 

Our students 
came third in 
the competition 
in Turkey. 

An English Night In   
 Ekin! 

Students from 4th                      
and 5th grades   
presenting their 
plays on 22nd of 
January. 

JMUN (Junior Model 
United Nations), 
26th-28th March, 
KOÇ Schools,          
İstanbul. 

Our students had a 
very fruitful 
experience at this 
conference.  
(Right, last three pictures) 

English Drama 
Club, with the 
musical “Snow 
White and The  
Seven Dwarfs”. 

29th of May,2009. 

Our students from 
the club had a 
very wonderful 
time both with 
preparing for the 
night and at the 
night of the show. 
(Left, last three pictures ) 



 

 

 

Stephenie Meyer’s new book 
“Twilight” has created big interest 
in the world. Young people  
enjoyed watching the film, too. 
Twilight series  “New Moon” and 
“Eclipse” have  been translated 
into Turkish. In March, the film 
stars, started to shoot a “New 
Moon” so that the adventure 

wouldn’t end.  

The f ilm 
c h a r a c t e r s 
became very 
famous after 
the Twilight 
film. They 
have  profile 
pictures in a 
l o t  o f 
magaz ines . 
Film star Robert Pattinson is the best friend of 
K r i s t e n  S t e w a r t . 
The Twilihgt’s fanatics  think Robert and Kristen a re 
in love, but Robert and Kristen said, “We are only 
friends”. 

Thomas Alva Edison was the most 
productive inventor in American 
history. Edison was born in 1847 in  
Milan.  He was the last of seven 
children. 

His mother was a school teacher. 
His father was a Canadian 
politician. His family moved to Port 

Huron, Michigan, when Thomas was seven. 

He went  to a formal school  but he  was specially 
educated at home by his mother and in his father's 
library. 

In 1859 Edison began working in a company, selling 
newspapers, magazines, and candy. At that time he 
printed a newspaper on the train. 

In 1876   the industrial research laboratories and 
machine shops were established  by him. 

In those years , Edison  developed three of his gre atest 
inventions. He invented  a transmitter  which  was used  
in telephones for the next century. His second 
invention was a method of recording sound.  

That year,  he won an award  called “Wizard Menlo 
Park” and  “ Inventor of The Age “. 

In 1878, during his study on electric lighting and lamp 
experiments, he discovered  the vacuum-tube lamp. 

Thomas Edison died on October 18,1931 in New Jer-
sey, USA. 

THOMAS ALVA EDISON  

A kitten was sleeping in an old woman’s garden . 
She was really ill. The old woman said;” When I 
tried to hold the kitten, a crow suddenly appeared 
out of nowhere.” The old woman thought that the 
crow wanted to attack the kitten. But this did not 

happen. The crow was only 
trying to feed the kitten. The 
crow gave her some worms and 
fireflies.  

The old woman gave a name to 
that crow. She called him 
Moses. Mosses fed the kitten 

for days and played with her! The old woman 
says: “You can see the love between them.” The 
kitten, named Cassie is still with the old woman, 
and Moses is staying in the tree which is in the 
old woman’s garden! 


